
Wednesday, Week 18, Year I 

Matthew 15:21-28 

 

When St. Vincent Ferrer was in the earlier years of his priesthood, a reputation for the 

miracles he performed had already been established.  One day, three young boys saw him 

approaching and decided to play a trick on him.  One boy played dead, and the other two 

frantically ran up to Fr. Vincent asking him to work a miracle for their dead playmate.  They 

imagined that St. Vincent would say a prayer over the boy, at which time he would leap to 

his feet, embarrassing Fr. Vincent when he thought he had actually performed a miracle.  

Instead, Fr. Vincent rebuked them, saying, you think it is all a joke?  Well look at your 

friend, because he really is dead.  And so he was.  Now, this is the point in the story where 

St. Vincent has pity, indeed does raise the boy to life, and everyone leaves happy, the boys 

having learned their lesson and giving praise to God.  But, this is not what happened; the boy 

remained dead.  Period.  The town erected a Cross on the spot where the boy died.  In 

mocking the miracles of Vincent, the boy was mocking God who performed those miracles, 

and “God isn’t mocked” (St. Paul). 

 

In today’s readings, we are reminded that God, while He indeed is Love, is not the 

innocuous smiley face in Heaven many imagine Him to be.  In the Book of Numbers, when 

the people grumble at God, the Lord said, “forty days you spent in scouting the land; forty 

years shall you suffer for your crimes: one year for each day.  Thus you will realize what it 

means to oppose Me.”  One year for each day – that is severe, and this is the same God we 

worship.  Rich in mercy, yes, but not well pleased with ingratitude and disrespect.  Likewise, 

in the Gospel, we hear words from Jesus which may take us aback a bit, as he likens the 

Canaanite woman to a dog.  Jesus, of course, is only testing the woman’s faith and resolve, 

and the woman “passes.”  She does not take umbrage at God’s designs – if He has said it, it 

is so.  She does not protest to Him that she had no choice in the matter when she was born a 

non-Israelite.  He is God, they are His chosen people.  It is not her place to amend God’s 

plan, only to accept it.  While the words of Jesus may have sounded hard to her, she 

accepted them and reminded Him, ‘while the Israelites have the first place, I still have a 

place before You.’ 

 

In the end, of course, the woman finds out that she is truly a child as well, as Jesus heals her 

daughter, saying “Woman, you have great faith!”  Faith means accepting the fullness of what 

God reveals about Himself.  There is the tendency in our day to accept only that which is 

appealing, dismissing that which is fearful as out-dated. Once, in teaching a group of 

teenagers, we were covering Hell, reading what Jesus said in the Bible about those who are 

condemned and reading some visions of saints who had mystical experiences of the torments 

of Hell.  One of the students said, “it can’t really be like this.”  I responded that, yes, it is 

exactly like that and suggested to her that perhaps the fault lies not in what God has revealed 



about Hell, but the limited exposure she has been given to God’s revelation over the years.  

In the end, I said, “maybe it’s just not as easy as a lot of us were led to believe.”  She 

responded somewhat gravely, more to herself than to me, “no, it would seem that it isn’t.” 

 

 A famous evangelist, whose reputation I would estimate as grossly undeserved, was asked 

by a reporter if he intended to speak out against gay “marriages.”  He responded that, no, he 

was not interested in controversial topics, and would limit himself to preaching the gospel.  

Yet, it is a limited gospel he will be preaching, as God’s admonitions against homosexuality 

are part of His revelation.  By rejecting this, the “evangelist” is rejecting faith, as he is 

choosing to be selective regarding what God has revealed.   

 

As the Canaanite had true faith, accepting what Jesus said, even when it may have stung, we 

must pray for the grace to accept all of the Gospel, not just the parts which come easily to us.  

The Israelites were punished one year for one day; we could be punished one eternity for one 

lifetime.  Jesus told the woman that, because of her great faith, “your wish will come to 

pass.”  By that same great faith, may our wish for eternal life come to pass. 


