
Salvation 

 

 1.  Ephesians, 2:19 – So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with 

      the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  

      Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone… 

 

     Revelation, 21:9 –14 – Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 

     plagues, and spoke to me saying, “Come I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  In the Spirit  

     he carried me away to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out  

     of Heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as a  

     crystal…The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names of the twelve    

     Apostles of the Lamb. 

 

     Ephesians is describing the Church, while Revelation is describing Heaven, with each having the  

     Apostles as the foundation.  This is because the Church in Heaven is the same as the Church on earth,  

     one being the Church Triumphant, while the other is the Church Militant.   

 

2.   John 10:9 – “I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be saved.”   

 

     John 14:6 – “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one can come to the Father except through Me.” 

 

    Acts 4:12 – “For there is no other name under Heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 

     Here we find the answer to the common question, “Can a non-Christian be saved?”  The answer, as Jesus 

     clearly taught, is no.  He is our only Savior, and the only way to Heaven.  If a person went through life  

     not believing in Jesus, yet arrived at salvation (how this can happen will be discussed later), they would 

     not enter Heaven until learning the Truth.  Therefore, there are no non-Christians in Heaven, although  

     there can be former Non-Christians.   

 

3.  Matthew 16:19 – “I will give you [Peter] the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven…” 

 

Jesus gave the Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven to Peter and his successors, the Popes.  We see this 

manifested in the solemn Canonization of Saints.  Only the Pope can do this, as it is an act of Papal 

Infallability, therefore, only the Pope can declare with certainty that someone is in Heaven.  Also, 

The Pope has the authority to declare what is doctrine, the beliefs necessary to enter Heaven.   

 

4. John 14:6 – “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one can come to the Father except through 

Me.” 

 

     Truth:  Only the Catholic Church is the fullness of doctrine, with the absence of error.  Only in the 

                 Church can you find all the God has revealed, which in turn must be accepted with the assent of 

                  Faith in order to be saved.  “Whoever wishes to be saved, needs above all to hold the Catholic 

                  Faith; unless each one preserves this whole and inviolate, he will without a doubt in perish in  

                  Eternity (The Creed “Quicumque,” Athanasian Creed). 

     Way:   This refers to morality, which is the living out of God’s commands and precepts.  One must not 

                 only accept the Faith, but live it. 

     Life:  The fullness of life can only be found in the Church; Jesus is “The Life,” and in the Sacraments we  

                receive the grace necessary to be sanctified and made worthy of eternal life.  This is especially  

                true in the Eucharist.  “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have 

                no life within you.”  Jesus taught that receiving this Sacrament was necessary for salvation, and 

                this can only happen (licitly) within the Church. 



 

5.    Vatican II:  “For it is through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help toward 

                          salvation, that the fullness of the means of salvation can be obtained.” 

 

6.   Therefore, Jesus Christ called upon all mortals, as many as were, and as many as were to be, to follow 

       Him as their leader, and likewise their Savior, not only separately one by one, but also associated and 

       united alike in fact and in mind; one faith, end, and the means proper to that end, and subject to one  

       and the same power…Therefore, the Church is a society divine in origin, supernatural in its end, and 

       in the means which bring us closest to that end; but inasmuch as it unites with men, it is a human 

       community. 

                                                              - Pope Leo XIII 

 

       1 Timothy, 2:4 – “God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of  

        

        God desires the salvation of every human being, and no one is predestined to go to hell or born into 

        such a situation that their eternal loss is inevitable.  Jesus died so that each person could go to Heaven, 

        and He left the Catholic Church to provide all the means necessary and possible.  Because God wants 

        all men to know His Son and live in His truth, God wants everyone to be Catholic.  More on this 

        later.  So, everyone is called to be Catholic, yet who in fact is…? 

 

7. C.C.C. 837 – To be fully incorporated into the Church requires a common Profession of Faith,  

participation in the sacramental life of the Church, and adherence to the proper Ecclesial authority, 

especially the Popes and bishops in communion with him. 

 

We now move to the left side of the flowchart to learn what the Church teaches about non-Catholics. 

 

8.   Not without sorrow we have learned of another error, no less destructive, has taken possession 

      of some parts of the Catholic world, and has taken up its abode in the souls of many Catholics who think 

      that one should have good hope of the eternal salvation of all those who have never lived in the Church 

      of Christ.  Therefore, they are wont to ask very often what will be the lot and condition after death of 

      those who have not submitted in any way to the Catholic faith, and, by bringing forward most vain  

      reasons, they make a response favorable to their false opinion. 

- Bl. Pope Pius IX, 1846-78 

    

     While we have hope for the salvation of every human being, the Pope makes that important distinction  

      between hope and good hope.  When a faithful Catholic dies after making a good confession, receiving 

      the Last Rites, and being given the Apostolic Blessing & Absolution, we have good hope for his  

     salvation.  To say that someone lacking all of these things, and who believed things that were false, has  

     the same good hope of eternal life is tantamount to saying what Jesus taught, what is actually true, and  

     the grace of God are superfluous.  While everyone needs God’s mercy to be saved, it is our hope that a  

     faithful Catholic goes to Heaven because they held the true Faith, and because they received the fullness  

     of grace which only the Sacraments can procure.  When someone not so disposed dies we hope for their  

     salvation, yet this hope is that despite being in error and despite the lack of grace, God’s mercy will  

     nonetheless triumph over judgment.   

 

9.  “By the heart we believe and by the mouth we confess the one Church, not of heretics, but the Holy 

      Roman, Catholic and Apostolic Church, outside which we believe that no one is saved.” 

- Pope Innocent III, 1198-1216 

 

10.  “One indeed is the universal Church of the faithful, outside which no one at all is saved.” 

- Lateran Council IV, 1215 

 



11. Pius IX: Condemned the following:  “In the worship of any religion whatsoever, men can find the 

                      way to eternal salvation….We must at least have good hope concerning the eternal salvation 

                      of all those who in no wise are in the true Church of Christ. 

 

      These three repeat the same theme, with #10 having the full force of doctrine as it was promolgated by 

      an Ecumenical Council.  Again, as with #3, a person who was not in the Church before death can go to  

      Heaven, but  prior to this will come to the knowledge of the fullness of truth, and be freed from errors.   

      Again, the “Fullness of Truth” is nothing less than the Catholic Faith, therefore, in Heaven, everyone is  

      Catholic. 

 

12.   Pius IX:  Condemned the following:  “Protestantism is nothing else than a different form of the same  

                       religion, in which it is possible to serve God as well as in the Catholic Church.” 

 

       This is the sin of indifferentism, which holds that one church is as good as another, or as it is so  

       foolishly stated, “as long as you believe in a God…”  Jesus did not die so the we would believe in a  

       God, but that we would believe in The God, Him, and in everything that is true about Him.  To equate  

       Roman Catholicism with another religion is to say that the work of man is equal to the work of God.   

       As Pope Leo XIII wrote, “Jesus Christ, when He was speaking of such a mystical edifice, spoke only of  

       one Church which He called His own:  ‘I will build My Church’ [Matthew 16:18].  Whatever other  

       church is under consideration than this one, since it was not founded by Jesus Christ, cannot be the true  

       Church of Christ.” 

 

13. …but, on the other hand, it is necessary to hold for certain that they who labor in ignorance of the true 

        religion, if this ignorance is invincible, are not stained by any guilt in this matter in the eyes of God. 

                                                             - Bl. Pope Pius IX 

       Obviously, God could never judge unjustly, and would condemn no one for failing to be in full  

       communion with the Catholic Church, or even to believe in Jesus in any manner, if their lack of  

       knowledge was not their fault.  This is what is meant by “invincible ignorance.” 

 

14.   Now, in truth, who would arrogate so much to himself as to mark the limits of such an ignorance, 

        because of the nature and variety of peoples, regions, innate dispositions, and of so many other 

        things? (Ibid.) 

 

       While #13 offers us hope for the salvation of the non-Catholic, Pope Pius also cautioned about making  

        this the occasion for the sins of presumption and apathy.  God alone knows whether someone is  

        culpable or not for their ignorance.  Only God knows what impulses of the Holy Spirit the person has  

        refused and all of the complex factors that have led to their state.  It is presumptuous and abrogate to  

       one’s self the capacity to declare someone’s ignorance invincible, and is often merely the pretext people  

       use to excuse themselves from the work of evangelization. 

 

15.   Does he who does not hold the unity of the Church believe that he has the faith?  Does he who deserts 

        and resists the chair of Peter, on which the Church was founded, have confidence that he is in the  

        Church?…They cannot arrive at the reward of peace, because they disrupt the peace of the Lord by 

         the fury of discord.  Those who were not willing to be at agreement in the Church of God, cannot 

         remain with God;  although given over to flames and fire they burn, or thrown to wild beasts they 

         lay down their lives, there will not be for them that crown of faith, but the punishment of faithless- 

         ness; not a glorious result (of religious virtue), but the ruin of despair.  Such a one can be slain, but 

         he cannot be crowned…”  St. Augustine, cited by Pope Pelagius II (579 – 90) 

 

        We now look to those doctrines concerning those who are culpable for being outside of the Church.   

        Here the Pope is referring to those who were in the Church and have left through schism, the willful  

        refusal to maintain communion with the Church by submitting to her rightful authority. 



 

16.   The Church of Christ, therefore, is one and perpetual; whoever go apart from it wander away from the  

         will and prescription of Christ the Lord and, leaving the way of salvation, digress to destruction. 

-  Pope Leo XIII 

 

        This reiterates the teaching in #15, but an important clarification of terms would be useful.  People  

        often speak of a “divided Church,” but this is not the case, and is not possible.  Christians are divided, 

        but not the Church.  In the Creed we pray that we believe in “one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic  

        Church.”  We do not pray that the Church should be one, but is in fact one.  One is free to separate  

        themselves from the Church, but the Church in not divided, the former has merely forfeited his  

        inclusion in her. 

 

17.    St. Thomas Aquinas – “The natural law is nothing other than the light of understanding placed in us 

         by God; through it we know what we must do and what we must avoid.  God has given this light or   

         law at the creation.”   

 

        We see by this definition of natural law that it does not involve anything that one specifically needs  

        to be a Christian to know.  God has made this knowledge part of our being, and we are culpable when  

        we fail to live in accord with it. 

 

         Matthew 25:44 – ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in  

         prison, and did not minister to Thee?’  Then He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, as you failed  

         to do it unto one of the least of My brethren, you failed to do it unto Me.’  They will go away into 

         eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

        In this well-known parable of the sheep and the goats, we see an application of the natural law.  The 

        fact that the damned are unaware of their sin does not excuse them, since God has engrained in our  

        hearts the knowledge that the poor and suffering should be cared for. 

 

         CCC 1791:  States that people are culpable for their sins when they make little or no effort to find 

          Out what is true and good.   

 

        Ignorance is not an excuse when it is deliberate or the result of apathy and a failure to use our God- 

        given gift of intelligence. 

 

18.   Vatican II affirmed the need to make the important distinction between those who separate them- 

        selves from the Catholic Church, and those born into these situations. 

 

        Someone who willfully separates himself from the Church is, of course, responsible.  Someone born  

        into a different religion is obviously not culpable for this, yet their degree of culpability most likely  

        increases with age, as they are responsible for making right use of the gift of reason. 

 

19.   Luke 12:48 – “But he who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, shall receive a light beating. 

        Every one to whom much has been given, of him much will be required. 

 

       Some reasons for not being culpable would include those things which can only be known through  

       revelation, or circumstances beyond the individual’s control. 

 

20.  It is known to Us and to you that they who labor in invincible ignorance of our most holy religion and 

       who, zealously keeping the natural law and its precepts engraved in the hearts of all by God, and being 

       ready to obey God, live an honest and upright life, can, by the operating power of divine light and  

       grace, attain eternal life, since God, who clearly beholds, searches, and knows the minds, souls,  



       thoughts, and habits of all men, because of His great goodness and mercy, will by no means suffer 

       anyone to be punished with eternal torment who has not the guilt of deliberate sin. 

- Bl. Pope Pius IX 

 

21.  John 20:22-23 – “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, whose sins 

You hold bound are held bound.” 

 

22.   …this Church, outside which there is no salvation nor remission of sin. 

- Pope Boniface VIII, 1294 – 1303 

 

        A non-Catholic who is culpable for a grave sin may repent of the sin, yet this does not gain him  

        absolution.  This is a power given to the Apostles, and as Pope Boniface taught, therefore only  

        available from within the Church.  Such a soul find himself in a position as those in the non-culpable  

        category.  While he is not lost, he is not saved either, and so is in a type of limbo. 

 

23.   The Council of Trent:  Those who die in the state of mortal sin go to hell. 

 

24.   Revelation 1: 17 – 18 – “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one; I died, and behold I am 

        alive for evermore, and I hold the keys of Death and Hades.” 

 

25.   Far be it from Us, venerable brothers, to presume on the limits of the divine mercy which is infinite; 

        far from Us, to wish to scrutinize the hidden counsel and “judgments of God” which are great, deep 

        [psalm 35:7] and cannot be permeated by human thought. 

                                                 - Bl. Pope Pius IX 

 

        The Pope is warning against despair (defined below).  This means that, given everything that God has 

         revealed through the teaching authority of His Church, such a soul would be lost.  Yet, God has not  

        revealed the depths of His mercy, as no mind can fathom this.  So, we are to have hope for every  

        individual soul, while never using this as the pretense to ignore the gravity of the Church’s teaching on  

        mortal sin and eternal damnation.  However, the other sin against hope is presumption, when people  

        simply presume on God’s mercy and conclude that they, another individual, or mankind as a whole will  

        certainly go to Heaven.  As we will read in number twenty eight, what God has revealed about hell  

        renders this position not only wrong, but foolish and dangerous to those who believe and teach it. 

 

26. Despair:  The abandonment of hope in salvation and the forgiveness of sins (CCC 2091). 

 

27.  A woman was grieving the death of her husband, and also despaired of his salvation, as he committed  

       suicide by jumping off of a bridge.  The Cure of Ars, St. John Vianney, consoled her by saying, “do not   

      despair; there was a distance between the bridge and the water.”   

 

       St. John would never sugarcoat the truth, not even to spare the broken heart of a grieving widow.   

       Although this man committed the grave sin of suicide and, obviously, had no chance to go to  

       confession, logic would say that he died in the guilt of grave sin and was damned.  St. John reminded  

       her that, for all anyone knew, his last thought was of repentance for this act and God accepted his  

       prayer. 

 

28. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10:  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators nor idolaters nor adulterers nor boy  

prostitutes nor sodomites nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor robbers will inherit 

the kingdom of God. 

 

      Revelation 21:8 - But as for cowards, the unfaithful, the depraved, murderers, the unchaste, sorcerers,  

      idol worshipers, and liars of every sort, their lot is in the burning pool of fire and sulfur, which is the  



      second death. 

    

      Matthew 7:13 - for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter  

      through it are many 

 

      These verses regarding eternal damnation make it clear that, while we do not know the depths of God’s  

      mercy, all that He has revealed indicates that a vast portion of humanity is lost.  Hope is a beautiful  

      virtue, but fatal when it leads to complacency. 

 

29. Heresy:  The obstinate denial after Baptism of a truth which must be believed with divine and Catholic 

                     Faith.   

 

      While it takes on a number of nuances in common usage, the actual definition of Faith is the acceptance  

      of everything God has revealed.  Heresy, then, a rejection of a certain article of the Faith, is in fact the  

      loss of true faith itself, whatever other beliefs may endure. 

 

30. CCC 837:  Even though incorporated into the Church, one who does not however persevere in charity is  

      not saved.  He remains indeed in the bosom of the Church, but ‘in body,’ not ‘in heart.’ 

 

      1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 3, 13:  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a  

      noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have prophetic powers, and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 

      so as to move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my 

      body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing…So faith, hope and love abide, these three; but the  

      greatest of these is love. 

 

      As the two citations teach, it is not enough to know the entire Truth; the devil knows it as well.  Nor is it  

      enough to merely avoid sin, as important as this is.  The Christian is to live in imitation of Christ, Who is  

      love.  Faith and hope are temporary; they are not necessary in Heaven, nor possible in hell.  Love is  

      eternal, and so is the greatest gift. 

 

31.  1 John 3:15 – “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal 

                               life abiding in him.”  … 4:20 – “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he 

                               is a liar.” 

 

       Here we read that we can lose our souls based on an internal disposition, even if never manifested in a 

       concrete act. 

 

32.  Mortal Sin:  A grave infraction of the law of God that destroys the divine life in the soul of the sinner 

 (sanctifying grace).   

 

33. The Seven Deadly Sins:  Pride, avarice, envy, wrath, lust, gluttony and sloth 

 

       Again, we see that internal dispositions can be the cause of eternal loss.  These sins can grow so subtly 

       that they consume us as we are unaware.  Again, not only the commission of an actual mortal sin, but  

       the habitual failure to pray and seek a life of grace can cause us to lose the grace we have, often without  

       realizing it. 

 

34. Pope Benedict XII: Constitution Benedictus Deus (1336): 

       “By this constitution which is to remain in force for ever, we, with apostolic authority, define the  

        following...according to the general disposition of God, the souls of those who die in actual mortal sin 

        go down into hell immediately after death and there suffer the pain of hell.” 

 



35.  CCC 1445: “Reconciliation with the Church is inseparable from reconciliation with God.” 

 

36.  John 20:22 – Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, whose sins you 

Hold bound are held bound.” 

 

Fortunately for the sinning Catholic, there is a sacrament bought by the Blood of Christ by which our 

sins are forgiven, grace is restored and we are reconciled with the Church.  Yet, what about those on the 

other side of the flowchart, the non-culpable sinner and the non-Catholic penitent?  Since they do not 

have the benefit of the sacrament, shouldn’t their desire be enough?  On the surface, this may seem a 

fair conclusion in the light of God’s love and mercy.  Yet, there is a fatal flaw in this reasoning, as well-

intended as it may be.  To say that a non-Catholic is forgiven simply by being sorry, while the Catholic 

must humble himself and confess out loud, is to say that it is better to not know the truth, and to not be 

privy to the unsurpassable grace of the sacraments.  No, these poor souls are trapped in the “limbo” 

represented by the dangling “question mark.”  How are they to cross that bridge to the sacraments 

which are necessary for their salvation?  That is our responsibility, as we will now learn. 

 

37.   But just as the way of charity demands, let us pour forth continued prayers that all nations every- 

        where may be converted to Christ; and let us be devoted to the common salvation of men in propor- 

        tion to our strength, “for the hand of the Lord is not shortened” [Isa. 9:1] and the gifts of heavenly 

        grace will not be wanting those who sincerely wish and ask to be refreshed by this light. 

                                                     - Bl. Pope Pius IX 

 

         Every Catholic should accept the responsibilities which come with the great privileges we have    

         received, and just as Christ died to give us the gifts of grace and eternal life, we must do what we can  

         to extend them to others.  As the Pope wrote, prayers are the most important work. 

 

38.   But, as is Our Apostolic duty, we wish your episcopal solicitude and vigilance to be aroused, so that 

        you will strive as much as you can to drive from the mind of men that impious and equally fatal  

        opinion, namely, that the way of eternal salvation can be found in any religion whatsoever.  May you 

         demonstrate with that skill and learning in which you excel, to the people entrusted to your care that 

         the dogmas of the Catholic faith are in no wise opposed to divine mercy and justice. (Ibid) 

          

          The Pope is exhorting bishops to fight the error that, in essence, all religions are equal.  This is often    

          the pretext people offer to excuse themselves from the efforts of evangelizing. 

  

39.   Matthew 28:19 – 20: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Go therefore and  

        make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

        Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and  behold, I am with you always, 

        until the end of the age.”   

         

        As we read in #6, Jesus wishes for all creation to hear and accept His Gospel and receive His grace. 

 

        Matthew 19:29 – Everyone who has left homes or brothers or sisters of father or mother or children 

        or lands, for My name’s sake, will receive a hundred fold, and inherit eternal life. 

 

        Jesus speaks of the reward of those who dedicate their lives to “walking that dotted line” on the  

        flowchart, opening to others the way of salvation. 

 

        Romans 10:9ff – If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

        raised Him from the dead, you will be saved…For, everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will 

        be saved.  But how are men to call upon Him in Whom they have not believed?  And how are they to 

        believe in Him of Whom they have not heard?  And how are they to hear without a preacher?  And 



        how can men preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

        preach good news!” 

 

40.  But, God forbid, that sons of the Catholic Church ever in any way be hostile to those who are not joined 

       with us in the same bonds of faith and love; but rather they should always be zealous to seek them out  

       and aid them, whether poor, or sick, or afflicted with any other burdens, with all the offices of Christian 

       charity.  They should especially endeavor to snatch them from the darkness of error in which they  

       unhappily lie, and lead them back to Catholic truth and to the most loving Mother the Church, who  

       never ceases to stretch out her maternal hands lovingly to them, and to call them back to her bosom so 

       that, established and firm in faith, hope and charity, and “being fruitful in every good work” [Col. 1:10], 

       they may attain eternal salvation. 

                                           -Bl. Pope Pius IX 

 

        We are called to love those who are outside the Faith in an effort to help Jesus gather the lost sheep,  

        and teaching the truth is the greatest act of love (St. Thomas Aquinas). 

 

41.  Truths of this sort should be deeply fixed in the minds of the faithful, lest they be corrupted by false 

       doctrines, whose object is to foster an indifference toward religion, which we see spreading widely 

        and growing strong for the destruction of souls. 

                                          - Bl. Pope Pius IX 

 

        It is not just the souls of those outside the Church which are in jeopardy, but those within as well when 

        our indifference leaves us content to leave them in darkness, even if we have convinced ourselves that 

        no such “darkness” exists. 

 

42. 1 Corinthians 9:16 – For if I preach the Gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting, for necessity is 

laid upon me.  Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel! 

 

Hopefully many souls go to Heaven because of their ignorance, but perhaps many souls will be lost for 

having caused or allowed that ignorance.  Woe to us if we do not preach the Gospel! 


