
Humility 

 

Monday, Week 19: Gospel – Matthew 17:22 – 27 

 

Today’s Gospel offers the Christian some examples of the simple acts of humility which we 

should all seek to perform.  Years ago a prominent U.S. Senator was on a flight, and this must 

have been a smaller plane since there was no first class and everyone was seated in the same 

cabin.  The stewardess was taking drink orders, charging the passenger if the beverage was 

alcoholic.  When she gave the Senator his drink, she told him the cost, to which he indignantly 

responded, “Do you know who I am?”  The stewardess wasn’t about to stand there and argue 

with him, so instead she told everyone in the cabin, “The Senator doesn’t think he should have to 

pay for his drink, so I don’t think anyone else should either.”  She proceeded to give a refund to 

everyone who had already paid.   

      

Of course, you don’t need to be a U.S. Senator to be so full of yourself as to presume the rules 

which everyone else follows shouldn’t apply to you.  In fact, there is always one.  The life guard 

clears the water, ninety-nine people get out, but there’s always the one who has to protest and 

make his dissatisfaction known.  The line at the grocery store is too long, but nine people 

manage to wait patiently, while there is always the one who has to be boisterous and let the 

others know that his time is clearly more valuable, and that such a waste of it is outrageous.  The 

list could go on and on, but doesn’t need to.  We are all aware of the many ways and situations in 

which there always is that one person who lacks the humility to simply do what they are told, to 

do what everyone else is doing.   

      

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is expected to pay the temple tax, just like everyone else.  Yet, it is His 

temple; people go there to pray to Him.  Why should He pay?  Because He is humble, and is 

content to do what everyone else is doing.  He doesn’t enter into a debate with the tax-collector  

as to why He is above the same rules which everyone else abides, even though He in fact is.  

Peter offers us a similar lesson in humility.  When Jesus tells him the means by which he is to 

procure the tax, he doesn’t protest, “Lord, just reach into you pocket and make it appear – we 

both know you can.”  No, he goes through the lengthier process of going to the sea, catching a 

fish, and removing the coins from its mouth.  Why?  Jesus said so, so he does it. 

      

While these two acts of humility are not equal, (Jesus’ is far greater), perhaps their source is the 

same; the perspective given by the first part of the Gospel.  Jesus has just foretold His betrayal, 

death and resurrection.  When juxtaposed against such knowledge, the other events seem 

comparatively trivial, so why not just be humble and occupy your mind with greater things than 

thoughts of self-importance?  Whether at work, within our families, or in any other context of 

life, we are not above simply doing what everyone else does. The Christian must resist that urge 

to think that we are somehow entitled to a different set of rules or circumstances, and that pride 

which insists what’s good enough for others is beneath ourselves.   

      

If God can pay a tax to enter His own temple, we can endure whatever little acts of humility our 

daily lives throw at us.  Like Jesus and Peter, there are far greater things on which God expects 

us to expend our words, thoughts and energy. 


