
The Church in the Bible 

 

     As outlined in the first chapter, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, as the Savior of the world.  

While on earth, Jesus performed many miracles to demonstrate to His listeners that He did 

indeed have Divine authority.  Likewise, for two thousand years, the Roman Catholic Church has 

demonstrated that same Divine authority in His name, in ways which are scientifically verifiable.  

Now we will look at some key verses from the Bible which demonstrate the nature of the Church 

which Jesus founded. 

 

Matthew 16: 13 – 19, Jesus institutes the Church 

 

     Now when Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do men say that 

the Son of Man is?”  They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets”  He said to them, “But 

who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter replied, “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus 

answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona!  For 

flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 

Father Who is in heaven.  And I say to you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  I will give you 

the keys to the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.”   

 

The following are some key points from this passage: 

 

• Peter’s profession of faith was made based on a revelation from God.  The importance of 

this will be discussed as we learn about the Papacy shortly. 

 

• Jesus will build His Church upon Peter:  The Church is a divine institution, with Jesus as 

the founder and the owner.  As already mentioned, anyone claiming the Bible as the 

foundation of their church must, by the testimony of the Bible itself, acknowledge that 

their church is not the one founded by Christ. 

  

• The gates of Hell will not prevail:  Jesus does not say that they won’t try, and we will 

learn more about this in our discussion of the “mystery of iniquity.”  Yet, Jesus does give 

the assurance that the Church is eternal and cannot be vanquished.  Anyone throughout 

the ages who has left the Catholic based on the conviction that she was corrupt beyond 

repair and no longer the true Church of Christ is, therefore, asserting that Jesus failed to 

live up to His guarantee.    

 

• Peter is given the authority to “bind and loose” and “the keys to the Kingdom of 

Heaven.”  Here we see the very authority of Christ conferred upon Peter, and the 

assurance of Jesus that Heaven will be in accord with his decisions.  We will discuss the 

deeper implications of this when we cover the doctrine of Papal Infallability.   

 

 



• Sometimes the claim is made that Jesus was not building His Church upon Peter, rather 

upon Peter’s profession, meaning that anyone who professes Jesus as the Son of God is 

equally the foundation, and that Peter had no privileged place in the Apostolic Church.  

This argumentation is sophomoric in light of this passage.  The words of Jesus are 

unequivocal:  Peter is the foundation, and this is precisely the reason his name is changed 

from Simon to Peter, which is translated, “Rock.” 

 

Acts 1:13 – 26, The election of Matthias 

 

In those days Peter stood up among the brethren (the company of people was in all about one 

hundred and twenty), and said, “Brethren, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 

spoke beforehand by the mouth of David, concerning Judas who was guide to those who arrested 

Jesus.  For he was numbered among us, and was allotted his share in this ministry.  Now this 

man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong he burst open in the 

middle and all his bowels gushed out.  It became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so 

that the field was called in their language, Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.  For it is written in 

the book of Psalms: 

                     

                     ‘Let his habitation become desolate, and there be no  

                      one to live in it’; and ‘His office let another take.’ 

 

So one of them who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 

among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when He was taken up from us – one 

of these men must become with us a witness to His resurrection.”  And they put forward two, 

Joseph called Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.  They prayed and said, “Lord, 

Who knowest the hearts of all men, show which one of these two Thou hast chosen to take the 

place in this ministry of apostleship from which Judas turned aside, to go to his own place.”  

They cast lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was enrolled with the eleven apostles.   

 

Some of the key elements from this passage are as follows: 

 

• We see that Peter is clearly in charge of the early Church and the head of the Apostles. 

 

• In Judas we see the first example of “The Mystery of Iniquity.”  In short, this means that 

somehow it is part of God’s will (permissive will, not deliberate:  we will speak more of 

this distinction in the chapter on evil and suffering) that the Church is betrayed from 

within, and people will fail to live up to their office.  The betrayal of Judas was a 

fulfillment of Scripture, and therefore a mysterious part of God’s plan, as He allows sin 

to occur, even within His Church and against His own Son be the one’s He personally 

chose.   

 

• This concept will become central in the chapter on scandal, but for the time being, it is 

only necessary to make a couple of observations.  First of all, even among those chosen 

by Jesus Himself we find betrayal and corruption.  It is naïve to think that the Church will 

be exempt from these iniquities in this world.  Yet, secondly, the early Christians did not 

fall to pieces and lose their faith because of the actions of Judas.  Judas only succeeded in 

destroying himself, not the office Christ gave him.   

 



• This is the first example of “Apostolic Succession” in the Church’s history.  Here we see 

that it was the will of God, as manifested in Old Testament Prophecy, that the authority 

which Jesus gave to His apostles was not meant to die with them, but rather was meant  

be passed on to others.  This will be discussed in greater detail in the next chapter.   

 

 

• Peter is in charge, yet the Holy Spirit guides the election.  Again, the relevance of this 

will be more clearly demonstrated in our discussion of Papal Infallability.   

 

Acts 5:1 – 11, Annanias & Saphira 
 

     A man named Annanias with his wife, Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with his wife’s 

knowledge he kept back some of the proceeds, and brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ 

feet.  But Peter said, “Ananias, why has satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to 

keep back part of the proceeds of the land?  While it remained unsold, did it not remain your 

own?  And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal?  How is it that you have contrived this 

deed in your heart?  You have lied not to men but to God.”  When Ananias heard these words, he 

fell down and died.  Great fear came upon all who heard of it.  The young men rose and wrapped 

him up and carried him out and buried him. 

 

     After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  

Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.”  She said, “Yes, for so 

much.”  Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the 

Lord?  Hark, the feet of those that have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry 

you out.”  Immediately she fell down at his feet and died.  When the young men came in they 

found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  Great fear came 

upon the whole Church, and upon all who heard of these things.   

 

In this verse, we see concretely the fulfillment of Jesus promised in the verse from St. Matthew 

cited above: 

 

• Again, Peter is in charge of the Apostles and acting 

as the spokesman.  Peter passes the judgement 

directly, and God ratifies it by their deaths 

(whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

Heaven…). 

 

• By testing Peter and trying to deceive him, they 

were testing the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
*This painting is found in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, and is 

seen by priests as they leave the sacristy to say Mass as a 

reminder to be faithful stewards of the Church’s property, and 

even more so of the Sacred Mysteries.  Note that the Keys of 

Peter are held along with the Bible.  Painted during the counter-

reformation, this is to indicate that to Peter belong the keys of  

the true interpretation of the Bible, not the individual Christian.  

In the background can be seen the men who have just finished 

burying Ananias, now returning for his wife. 



 

 

• Almsgiving was voluntary, not demanded, a point which will become more important 

when we learn about cults in a subsequent chapter. 

 

• Sahpira was given the chance to repent before her condemnation. 

 

 

Acts 11: 1 – 18, The Baptism of the Gentiles 

 

Now the Apostles and the brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received 

the word of God.  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 

saying, “Why did you go to the uncircumcised men and eat with them?”  Peter began and 

explained to them in order:  “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, 

something descending, like a great sheet, let down from Heaven by four corners; and it came 

down to me.  Looking at it closely I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of 

the air.  I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’  But I said, ‘No, Lord; for 

nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’  But the voice answered a second time 

from Heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’  This happened three times, 

and all was drawn up again into Heaven.  At that very moment three men arrived at the house in 

which we were, sent to me from Caesarea.  The Spirit told me to go with them, making no 

distinction.  These six brethren also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.  He told 

us how he had seen the angel standing in his house saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon 

called Peter; he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your 

household.’  As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.  I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John baptized with water, but you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  If then God gave the same gift to them as He gave to us when we 

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?”  When they heard this 

they were silenced.  They glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted 

repentance unto life.” 

 

This passage bring to the fore several important elements of the Catholic faith: 

 

• “The Development of Doctrine:”  It is important to note that the Apostles were 

confronted with a question which regarded the salvation of the great majority of mankind, 

yet the answer was not explicit from what Jesus had taught them.  Here we see the need 

for the Church, possessing Divine authority and assistance, to discern and teach the 

answers.  Likewise, throughout the ages, questions have arisen regarding salvation itself, 

and the answers are not be found explicitly in the Gospels.  For this reason, as this 

passage demonstrates, Jesus instituted the Church upon the Apostles endowing her with 

His own teaching authority.   

 

• Again, there was a disagreement, even among believers, as to what was true.  Peter alone 

resolved this dispute, asking no one’s advice and seeking no one’s approval.  He alone 

possessed the authority to do so. 

 

• Again, we see the Holy Spirit guiding Peter in all truth, ensuring the rightness of his 

decision. 

 



 

Galatians 2:1 - 5, St. Paul goes to see St. Peter 
 

     Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with 

me.  I went up by revelation; and I laid before them (but privately before those who were of 

repute) the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, lest somehow I should be running or had 

run in vain.  But even Titus, who was with me, was not compelled to be circumcised, though he 

was Greek.  But because of false brethren secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy out our 

freedom which we have in Christ Jesus that they might bring us into bondage – to them we did 

not yield submission even for a moment, that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.   

 

• Even though St. Paul received both his conversion and his knowledge of the gospel 

directly from God in a revelation, he still submits his teaching to Peter, lest he be 

“running in vain.” 

 

• Again, the mystery of iniquity is at work, as even in the first decades there were “false 

brethren” within the Church trying to corrupt it.   

 

Now we will look at the Church as manifested in the Bible according to various topics which 

demonstrate her nature as revealed by God.  Some of the points above will be repeated, and some 

new verses introduced. 

 

• The Church’s foundations: 

 

-As we read in Matthew 16, Christ made Peter the foundation of the Church. 

 

- In Ephesians, we read that the church is, “the household of God, built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and the prophets…” 

 

• Peter’s role as “The Prince of the Apostles” and leader of the Church: 

 

- In Matthew 16, Jesus told him, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church…” 

 

- He is clearly in charge of making major decisions, such as the election of Matthias, and 

the baptism of the Gentiles. 

 

- In Galatians, St. Paul wrote that he submitted his preaching for Peter’s approval. 

 

- He pronounced the judgment of Ananias and Saphira who, by trying to deceive Peter, 

were trying to deceive the Holy Spirit. 

 

- In The Acts of the Apostles (5:14 – 15) we read, “More than ever believers were added to 

the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into 

the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow 

might fall on some of them.” 
 

 

- Whenever the Apostles names are listed, Peter is always first (and Judas is always last). 



- Peter’s name is found 195 times in the Bible, more than the other Apostles combined.   

 

• Apart from the pre-eminence of Peter, Jesus also gave His authority to the Apostles as a 

whole.  We see this in a number of places: 

 

- In Matthew 18:18 He tells the Apostles, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

 

- In Luke 10: 16 Jesus tells the Apostles, “He who hears you hears Me, and he who rejects 

you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.” 

 

- In the Gospel of St. John, in the twentieth chapter, immediately before His ascension, 

Jesus said to the Apostles, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 

them, whose sins you retain are retained.”  We will look at this verse in a little more 

detail in the chapter on Confession, but for now it suffices to note that Jesus endowed the 

Apostles with His same divine authority, along with the assurance that they would be in 

accord with Heaven. 

 

In summary, the Roman Catholic Church is a divine institution.  It was founded by Jesus 

Himself, and He gave His own divine authority to His apostles.  Those who claim that the church 

is built on the Bible, if they honestly read the Bible without prejudice, will be told in no 

uncertain terms by the words of the Bible itself that the Church Jesus established was founded 

upon Peter and the Apostles.  What’s more, Jesus often equated the Church with Himself.  St. 

Joan of Arc, when her inquisitors were trying to trick her into speaking an error, once responded, 

“About Jesus Christ and His Church, I only know that they are the same thing and we shouldn’t 

complicate the matter.”  Jesus Himself confirmed this.  When Saul of Tarsus was persecuting the 

Church, he was struck to the ground by a flash of light from the heavens, and the voice of Jesus 

said, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?…”  When Saul asked who he was, Jesus responded, 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”  While we have heard in the Gospel that Jesus equated 

Himself with His apostle, “Whoever accepts you, accepts Me…,” in this verse we hear that Jesus 

indeed identifies Himself with every member of the Church, as Saul would go on to testify once 

he had changed his name to Paul.  He wrote eloquently about Christians being members of the 

Body of Christ, and so the Catholic Church herself is called “The Mystical Body of Christ,” as 

she is the embodiment and perpetuation of the life, teaching, grace and salvation of Christ 

throughout the ages. 

 

bÇx ÅÉÜx à{Éâz{à uxyÉÜx ãx vÉÇà|Çâx‹bÇx ÅÉÜx à{Éâz{à uxyÉÜx ãx vÉÇà|Çâx‹bÇx ÅÉÜx à{Éâz{à uxyÉÜx ãx vÉÇà|Çâx‹bÇx ÅÉÜx à{Éâz{à uxyÉÜx ãx vÉÇà|Çâx‹    
      The Roman Catholic Church has often noted the “moral miracle” of the Church as proof of 

her divinity.  In short, only by God’s power could the Church have ever spread in the first place, 

let alone endured for two thousand years.  First of all, let’s consider the message those first 

Apostles brought…” 

 

- Apostle:  “God became a man, and was born to a Virgin.” 

- Pagan:  “Can I meet this God made man?” 

- Apostle:  “No.  The Romans crucified Him.” 

- Pagan:  “Are you honestly asking me to believe in a God Who was powerless to stop His  

                    own execution?” 



- Apostle:  “Yes.  He did have the power to stop it but His sacrifice was necessary for our 

salvation, so He allowed it for the love of us.  Besides, three days later He rose from the 

dead, and showed His divine power in His Resurrection.” 

- Pagan:  “O, He rose; so then I can meet Him?” 

- Apostle:  “Well, no, He has since ascended into heaven amidst the clouds.” 

- Pagan:  “Then why am I to believe these things?” 

- Apostle:  “Because God gave me His own divine power to convert the world!” 

- Pagan:  “How convenient.” 

 

But, of course, as we discussed in the first chapter, the Apostles, like Jesus did indeed 

demonstrate that divine power by many miracles, and so thousands converted.  Still, we can look 

to another dimension of those early conversions to see the proof of God’s action.  When we look 

to the inception of many world religions, from Islam to protestant sects, history demonstrates that 

violence was needed to facilitate their spread.  Many, many times (as will be further discussed in 

the chapter on history), religions only prospered because it was a question of “join us or be 

killed.”  Yet, with Catholicism, the opposite was the case: “Join us and get killed.”  Yet, that is 

exactly what people did, time and again, through ten separate persecutions at the hands of 

Roman emperors.  The witness of women and children suffering torments and every imaginable 

form of cruelty actually made this religion appealing to people, as they knew only for the love of 

the True God would people suffer so willingly, and only by the power of the True God could 

they endure it so bravely.   

 

These first three centuries of suffering were only the beginning.  As we will discuss a bit more in 

depth later, the Church throughout the ages has suffered every form of violent attack, as the 

powers of evil have never ceased to seek her extinction.  From the Lombards to the Huns to the 

Liberals, Nazis and Communists, not to mention so many betrayals, intrigues and corrupt 

members within, the Church has withstood every attack form the Devil as only a Divine 

Institution could.  We’re still here, and they’re all gone, and no merely human entity could have 

so long endured.   

 

The Coliseum was the site of 

many martyrdoms, carried out 

by the cruelest of means for 

the sake of entertaining the 

Roman populace.  It is said 

that Pope Gregory the Great 

presented some foreign 

ambassadors with a handful of 

earth from the arena as a relic for their sovereigns. Upon their receiving the gift with great 

disrespect, Gregory squeezed the dirt in his hands, and blood flowed from the soil. 

 
“While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand; 

When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall; 

And when Rome falls, the world.” 

-The Venerable Bede, quoting a prophecy of  

Anglo-Saxon pilgrims 


