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Chapter IV 

 

Fatima as the Crossroads 

 
The events of Fatima, in particular the Third Secret revealed to the visionaries, are intimately 

bound to the popes of the past century, even as some would insist otherwise.  In fact, her very 

appearance may well have been in response to the supplications of the Vicar of Christ.  Only two 

years earlier had occurred the Armenian Genocide, perpetrated by Turkish Muslims.  One 

million Christians were slaughtered, including 48 bishops.  War followed, along with the deaths 

of nine million soldiers.  The Hapsburg empire was extinguished, the last trace of the Holy 

Roman Empire.  A Masonic type revolution in Russia drove Czar Nicholas from the throne, with 

Lenin and Trotsky beginning their savage, satanic reigns.  Faced with the extinction of Christian 

civilization, the complete and utter disregard for the Holy See by secular governments, Pope 

Benedict XV, on May 5 1917, performed a small gesture in the sight of men, but acceptable to 

God in Heaven.  He decreed that the Church would add “Queen of Peace, Pray for Us,” to the 

Litany of The Blessed Virgin Mary.  Wrote the Holy Father, “Bring to Her the anguished cries of 

mothers and spouses, the weeping of innocent little children, the longing of every generous heart.  

That her most tender and benevolent solicitude be touched and that the peace we seek for this 

devastated world be granted.”
1
  The Queen of Heaven and earth was not long in heeding her 

children’s cries: Eight days later she appeared at Fatima, offering the world peace.  Yet, Our 

Lady of Fatima answered the pleas of a pope, only to have subsequent popes reject her answer…   

 

As the Church continued to struggle against her enemies, both within and without, into the 

twentieth century, the Apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary was a decisive crossroads between 

resistance and apostasy: 

 

Sources 

 
• The message itself contains a warning against Russia.  As already noted, communism 

was a principal agent of persecuting and infiltrating the Church, so the Blessed Mother 

appeared to tell the Church how to defend herself and triumph, culminating in the 

conversion of Russia. 

 

• Also, Mary spoke, “In Portugal, the dogma of the Faith will always be preserved” etc…  

This statement would make no sense unless juxtaposed with the fact that the dogma of 

the Faith would not be preserved in other places.  The “etc” actually appears in Lucy’s 

memoirs, indicating the portion that The Blessed Virgin had told her not to repeat (The 

Third Secret). 

 

• Pope Pius XII, as Cardinal Pacelli:  “I am worried by the Blessed Virgin’s messages to 

Lucy of Fatima.  This persistence of Mary about dangers which menace the Church is a 

divine warning against the suicide of altering the Faith, in Her liturgy, Her theology, Her 

soul… Since Pius’ concerns are not relevant to the published portions of the message, 

they could only have arisen from the contents of “The Third Secret,” something to which 
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he would most likely have had access as Secretary of State.  Clearly, the language of 

“suicide” refers to nothing less than self-destruction – apostasy. 

 

• Fr. Joaquin Alonso, the official archivist at Fatima wrote that the secret involved 

“internal struggles in the womb of the Church and of grave pastoral negligence by the 

upper hierarchy,” and “deficiencies of the upper hierarchy of the Church.”
2
 

 

• On March 17, 1990, Cardinal Oddi gave the following testimony to Italian journalist  

Lucio Brunelli in the journal, “Il Sabbato.”  He said that in the third secret of Fatima 

“The Blessed Virgin was alerting us against apostasy in the Church.” He also stated that 

the message indicated that “the apostasy would begin at the top.”
3
 

 

Mary’s Message 

 

• The Church’s supernatural mission:  The Blessed Mother showed the seers a vivid vision 

of hell, as she had come to warn people about eternal damnation.  This was a clear 

statement that, unlike the modernists’ priorities, the Church’s mission is supernatural, the 

salvation of souls. 

 

• God was about to punish the world for its crimes by means of a war, famine, and 

persecution against the Church and the Holy Father. 

 

• A worse war would break out if the message went unheeded. 

 

• If her message was ignored, Russia would spread its errors throughout the world, causing 

wars and persecutions of the Church. 

 

• Various nations would be annihilated 

 

Mary’s Solution 

 

• Devotion to The Immaculate Heart of Mary was to be established. 

 

• Russia was to be consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, which would bring about 

its conversion to the Catholic Faith.  In fact, Lucia testified that Jesus Himself appeared 

to let her know when the moment had come to fulfill this request: “Our Lord informed 

me that the moment had come.  He willed for me to make known to Holy Church His 

desire for the consecration of Russia and His promise to convert it.”  (June 13, 1929) 

 

• First Saturday Devotion was to be established.   

 

• The confirmation:  The Miracle of the Sun, confirmed by even hostile witnesses and 

science itself, testified irrefutably to the authenticity of the apparitions and the message. 

 

The fulfillment of these dire warnings was immediate.  The Vatican reported that from 1917 to 

1930 250,000 Catholics had mysteriously “disappeared” in Russia, while 33,000 churches and 
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200 chapels had been reduced to the number of 2 in that same time frame.  Yet, this was only a 

sign of things to come, as absolutely no volume of slaughtered Catholics whatsoever would 

compel any Pope to employ the Blessed Mother’s commands and reap her promise to put a stop 

to it and convert the murderers.  It is worth noting that the solution for world peace offered by 

the Blessed Mother was indeed proven on a national level.  The Bishops of Portugal consecrated 

their nation to The Immaculate Heart of Mary, and Cardinal Cerejeira acknowledged that it was 

precisely due to this act that Portugal was miraculously preserved from both “the scourge of war 

and the leprosy of atheistic communism.”  Pope Pius XII likewise marveled that Portugal was 

spared the horrors of the Spanish Civil War and the Communist menace.    When World War II 

broke out, Sister Lucy informed her bishop that, due to the consecration, Portugal would be 

spared.  She wrote to Pope Pius XII on December 2, 1940, “Most Holy Father, Our Lord 

promises a special protection to our country in this war, due to the consecration of the nation, by 

the Portuguese prelates, to the Immaculate Heart of Mary; as proof of the graces that would have 

been granted to other nations, had they also consecrated themselves to Her.”
4
  Already made 

manifest are the graces of obedience, and the price of rejection, a bitter lesson the Church has yet 

to heed.  Yet, the fulfillment of her promises, again on a lesser scale, occurred on other 

occasions, as we will later read.   

 

The Secret 

 

In 1944, Lucy became seriously ill, alarming her bishop, who knew that the Third Secret would 

die with her.  He asked her to write it down.  While obedient, Lucy was also fearful, both 

because of the content of the message and the command of Mary herself to not repeat it.  The 

following transpired: 

 

• The Blessed Virgin herself appeared on January 2, 1944, telling Lucy the time had come 

to commit it to writing. 

• The Blessed Mother explicitly stated that it was God’s will. 

• Lucy also related that she was instructed that the message was to be read to the world 

upon her death, or in 1960, whichever came first.  Lucy wrote, “the Blessed Virgin 

wishes it so.” 

 

It is not surprising that the Masons disapproved of this heavenly event.  The Blessed Virgin 

Mary requested a chapel to be built in her honor.  The masonic mayor had it blown up on March 

6, 1922.  The masons could not bear to have Heaven meddling with earth, nor could any 

liberal… 

 

The Decision 

 

In an apparition approved by the Church and confirmed by science, Heaven came to earth to 

assist and direct the Church in her time of peril, giving her the solution which would lead to 

peace, and the preservation of the Faith.  Of course, the notion of heaven coming down to earth 

is insufferable to a liberal, and 1960 came and went without the Third Secret being revealed; the 

very secret ordered to be read to the world by Mary herself, which the recently deceased Pope 

said caused him grave concern about the Church’s impending suicide.  The current Pope was 

John XXIII, who, in his own words, had no use for “prophets of gloom.”
5
  Apparently, this 
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included the Mother of God herself, as her instructions were ignored and her secret buried.  (A 

fitting footnote: John regarded himself as a superior prophet than Mary at “reading the signs of 

the time,” a pomposity his successor would correct, as Pope John Paul II said at Fatima in 2000, 

“The Lady of the Message seemed to read, with a special perspicacity, the signs of our times”).
6
 

     

 Even more incorrigible than this decision was the beginning of the Vatican’s campaign to 

discredit the apparition altogether.  In the official Vatican communication of February 8, 1960, 

stating that the Blessed Mother would not be obeyed, it was stated, “Although the Church 

recognizes the Fatima apparitions, she does not pledge herself to guarantee the veracity of the 

words which the three shepherds claim to have heard from Our Lady.” Note that it speaks of 

“shepherds,” not “visionaries,” and what they merely claim to have heard.  Before consigning the 

secret, given by The Mother of God herself, to the dark oblivion of the Vatican archives, “Good” 

Pope John further insulted Our Lady and the visionaries by attaching his own note, stating that 

the message “could be a manifestation of the divine and could not be.”  He clearly insinuated that 

the entire episode could be the delusions of a nun; did he believe that the seventy thousand 

witnesses to the miracle of the sun were likewise delusional?  Most likely, he did not think about 

it at all, steeped in the unjustified self-satisfaction and intellectual shallowness that are endemic 

to liberals.  He also was probably unaware of the powerful symbolism of the date on which he 

formally rebuked the Mother of God and her messenger, January 25
th

.  It was on this date, years 

earlier, that the aurora borealis occurred, according to the prophecy of Our Lady of Fatima, 

announcing the advent of God’s punishment upon the earth, The Great War, for not heeding her 

message.  In all probability, even had he known, the irony would have been wasted on John, as 

he tempted God to punish the world yet again by once more rejecting Mary’s message… 

 

A History Lesson From Jesus 

 

In August of 1931, Sr. Lucia received an interior locution, following upon the Vatican’s refusal 

to obey the requests of Mary.  Sr. Lucia conveyed these words of Jesus:  “Make it known to My 

ministers that, given they follow the example of the King of France in delaying the execution of 

My command, they will follow him into misfortune.”  Mr. Socci summarizes well the historical 

reference of Our Lord:  “The explicit reference is to the apparitions of Paray-le-Monial in 1689.  

There Jesus gave to [St.] Margaret Mary Alacoque a message for the King of France, Louis XIV 

– a message which implied a grand design of Providence concerning France:  Insert the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus into the coat of arms; construct a temple in His honor where the kings of France 

would venerate Him; make a consecration of France to the Sacred Heart; request from the pope – 

as sovereign of France – a Mass in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Nothing was done.  Thus, 

exactly 100 years later, the French Revolution exploded and the nephew of the Sun King, Louis 

XVI, remembered these requests only in 1792 while he was in prison.  There, in desperation, he 

decided to fulfill them, but it was by then too late.  He was guillotined on January 21, 1793.  

France had taken the opposite road.”
7
   

     

True to the mandate of liberalism, Pope John likewise took the opposite road, trusting his own 

machinations over divine warnings and explicit heavenly instructions.  Pope John called a 

Council, which was to address all of the world’s gravest issues (not really, but this will come).  

Whether deliberate or not, the symbolism is as obvious as it is tragic:  Pope John’s Council 

began its official sessions on October 13, 1962, the anniversary of the miracle of the sun.  The 
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day that heaven came down to earth was the day that man embarked on his own solution – the 

results were as destructive as they were predictable. 

 

A final, poignant exclamation point as to the mindset of this Pope, a mindset that would not 

unreasonably be said to have its share of hubris and pelagianism, are to be found in his words to 

his doctor upon receiving a terminal diagnosis.  “They say I have a tumor.  But this means 

nothing, as long as God’s will is done. I hope to bring the Council to a conclusion, and to see 

peace in the world.”
8
  Thus, he dreamed that his council, not The Blessed Virgin’s solution 

which he so derisively rejected (which was, in fact, the will of God which he refused to have 

done), would bring the resultant peace Mary had promised.   
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