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Chapter III 

 

Schools of Thought: Liberalism & Modernity 

 
We have examined the political and social agents of the current apostasy, now we will look at the 

underlying philosophy.  As Marxism was to Communism, so liberalism and modernity are to the modern 

enemies of the Church.  Ultimately, Marxism and liberalism, while divergent on the surface, converge 

into the same reality (a goal acknowledged by those working for the one world order). 

 

Part I.  Liberalism 
 

Liberalism is the school of thought which, ultimately, completely separates God from humanity and the 

world.  It is not necessarily atheistic, but at best deistic, which is the belief that God exists, but has not 

revealed Himself, cannot be known, and therefore has left man to his own devices.  With liberalism, 

there is no acknowledgement of divine revelation, divine law, or a divine order.  Obviously, liberalism 

does not tolerate the notion of a Church founded by God, with the authority to define and uphold divine 

laws, so Catholicism becomes, at best, an obstacle or, at worst, an enemy.   

 

The mentality of liberalism could be summarized as “nothing is sacred,” as God does not come down to 

touch man, and man cannot raise himself up to touch God.  That this school of thought plays into the 

Great Apostasy is itself a fact written of in Sacred Scripture, as it both precedes and prepares for the 

Antichrist.  We read in the First Letter of St. John, “Children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard 

that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come…Who is the liar but he who denies that 

Jesus is the Christ?  This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son…Every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit which does not confess Jesus 

is not of God” (1 John 2:18ff). 

 

This is the fullness of Apostasy, the denial of the Incarnation, but it has also been at the root of many 

heresies in the life of the Church in different degrees and manifestations.  The Arian heresy denied the 

divinity of Christ altogether, precisely as St. John had warned.  Likewise, many heretics have repudiated 

the Real Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, denying that God would make Himself present 

under the appearance of natural objects.  The iconoclast heresy was based on the prohibition of sacred 

images, denying that man could use nature to raise his mind and heart to God.  Liberalism is based on 

the complete divorce of God from the world, with the conviction that an earthly Utopia, made by man 

and for man (in truth, for a select handful), is our true goal.   Of course, a God who has never become 

incarnate as a man cannot have His laws incarnate in a society, and so we have the birth of the godless 

state, determined to bring about a godless world.   

 

In “The Revolution, Historical Researches,” Bishop Gaume offers this eloquent summary of Liberalism.  

“I am the hatred of all order which man has not established and in which he is not king and God all 

together.  I am the proclamation of the rights of man without care for the rights of God.  I am the 

foundation of the religious and social state upon the will of man instead of the will of God.  I am God 

dethroned and man in His place.  This is why I am called Revolution, that is to say, overthrow…”
1
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Liberalism & Apostasy 
 

2 Thess: 2:3 – “Since the mass apostasy has not yet occurred nor the man of lawlessness been revealed – 

the son of perdition and adversary who exalts himself above every so-called god proposed for 

worship…”  This verse from St. Paul offers two relevant insights: 

 

• Lawlessness precedes the mass apostasy, and liberalism is precisely this; the denial of  

            divine, religious and moral laws. 

 

• The “man of lawlessness” exalts himself above God, as liberalism exalts man as being above 

God, truth and revelation.  As Pope Leo XIII summarized, “followers of liberalism deny the 

existence of any divine authority to which obedience is due, and proclaim that every man is a law 

to himself.”
2
 

 

That liberalism as a school of thought is a “school of apostasy” is a fact not a theory, as it openly 

espouses precisely these ideas.  Pope Benedict XV explicitly labeled it as an extension of the apostasy of 

Protestantism, as will soon be cited.   

 

Catholicism cannot be reconciled with liberalism; the insistence that they can co-exist is itself both a 

forerunner and manifestation of apostasy.  Liberalism has already led to its obvious conclusions, 

conclusions which prepare the way for “the man of lawlessness”: 

 

• Moral relativism:  If there is no divine law binding man, then each man is free to be a law unto 

himself, with no higher authority than his own, poorly formed conscience.  If each man is his 

own highest authority, then no one can insist that his morality is superior to another’s.  If no 

morality is superior to another, morality does not exist.  There is no moral law; hence, abortion, 

gay “rights,” divorce, and the proliferation of pornography, blasphemy, and every manner of 

vulgarity and indecency all flourish under the protection of law in liberal societies.   

 

• Religious indifferentism:  Likewise, if God has not revealed Himself, it is for each man to arrive 

at his own opinion as to who God is.  If each man’s opinion is equally valid, then so is each 

religion.  If all religions are equally valid, there is no true or false religion, only personal 

preferences, bringing us to indifferentism, the belief that one religion is as good as another.  

Therefore, there is no Divine law binding man or guiding a society, and certainly no religion can 

claim preeminence over another.  

 

Logical deterioration:  Liberalism to persecution 

 

A state built on liberal principals will necessarily persecute the Catholic Church.  In fact, the reign of 

liberal governments have all begun by doing just that.  Every protestant country persecuted the Church 

(in England, anti-Catholic laws are still in effect), the French Revolution ushered in the “Reign of 

Terror,” and every original colony in The United States had anti-Catholic laws.  If a state is built on the 

principal that there is no Divine moral law and that all religions are equal, then the Catholic Church’s 

foundational principals to the contrary would, in the addled mind of the liberal (and the astute minds of 

the tyrants who actually control liberals), make her an enemy of that state.   
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As sources already cited have demonstrated, this is an element of the final apostasy and persecution of 

the Church; it is a question of logical sequence: 

 

• Liberal states have always persecuted the Church. 

• There is a global movement afoot to create a one world order, a global state. 

• Liberal principals are the guiding force for this order. 

• A global liberal state will lead to a global persecution. 

• This persecution is precisely what Pope Benedict XV predicted. 

• Liberalism espouses all of the signs of the current apostasy that Popes and the Blessed Mother 

have consistently spoken against and warned about.  

 

Liberalism & Tyranny  

 

We will examine this a bit more closely in another section, but the simple fact is that liberals are liars.  It 

cannot be any other way.  Liberalism’s inherent incoherence and hypocrisy are made apparent by a mere 

moment’s logical inquiry (something increasingly few in the modern world are willing or able to do).  A 

liberal state is built on the principal that all ideas are equal, except the belief that all ideas are not equal.  

Liberalism’s history of expounding equality and tolerance has been accompanied by an actual policy of 

intolerance, persecution, and murder.  Ultimately, liberalism is the ideology of Satan, as its principles 

and results make quite apparent.  This is why Pope John Paul II repeatedly referred to the West (apostate 

Christendom) as a “culture of death.”  Just as Satan is “a murderer from the beginning” and the “father 

of lies,” liberalism is itself an ideology of murder and lies, as history has proven and experience 

confirms.  And so the logical deterioration continues:  from Catholic nations to anti-Catholic, merely 

Christian nations; from Christian nations to a liberal man-centered nations (built on the killing of your 

fellow man); from once-Christian nations to an anti-Christian nations; from a collection of anti-Christian 

nations to a single, global, anti – Christian nation; from an anti-Christian one world order to the reign of 

the anti-Christ… 

 

The Dissolution of Catholic Nations 

 

Pope Benedict XV wrote, “…the Church never was in such danger as that which showed itself at the end 

of the eighteenth century.  It was then indeed that a philosophy in delirium, a prolonging of the heresy 

and the apostasy of the Innovators, acquired a universal power of seduction over minds and brought 

about a total bewilderment, with the settled purpose of ruining Christian foundations of society not only 

in France, but little by little in all the nations.”
3
 

 

While the current historical trend which has dissolved once Christian societies is usually seen as the 

continuation of a movement begun by the French Revolution, Pope Benedict observed that it actually 

began with protestantism.  Of course, this observation is correct, as protestantism was founded on the 

denial of essential ways in which God reveals Himself and His law to man.  Protestantism: 

      

• Denies the Divinity of the Church. 

• Denies the Divine institution and authority of the Papacy. 

• Ascribes to man the authority to interpret Scripture as he sees fit, subject to no higher authority.  

Hence, every man is “a law unto himself,” as Leo XIII, cited as being a hallmark of liberalism. 

 

Protestantism was, in and of itself, an apostasy, as it was a rejection of God’s revelation in place of a 

man’s ideas.  A protestant may counter that their founders cannot be blamed for people abusing their 
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principles at a later period in history, but this is not the case.  The French Revolution and the triumph of 

godless states in once Christian nations is the logical conclusion to that which was begun by Luther.  

Once man decides it is his place to pick, choose, rearrange and uproot the means by which God touches 

man, the agenda of the antichrist is at work.  Like rust, the spirit of antichrist oftentimes moves 

imperceptibly, but never sleeps.  Even Luther had to concede as much in a rare moment of lucidity:  “I 

am compelled to confess it; my doctrine has produced many scandals.  Yea, I cannot deny it, these 

things often terrify me; above all when my conscience reminds me that I have destroyed the present state 

of the Church, so calm and peaceable under the Papacy…The nobles and the peasants have begun to live 

comfortably with their beliefs; they are swine, they think like swine, the die like swine…It is 

incontestable experience that we preachers are now more contemptible, more idle, than we ever were 

under the shadow of the Papistry.”
4
  Such is the fate of any endeavor to replace the work of God with the 

work of man, i.e. Liberalism.   

 

Protestantism held forth that each man should privately interpret the Bible as he saw fit, the beginning of 

modern relativism.  Liberalism continued in this vein.  If man is the source of law and truth, not God, 

and all men are supposedly equal, then every opinion must be equal and therefore entitled to the same 

rights and protections.  Pope Gregory XVI wrote of this relationship between liberalism’s false 

definition of freedom and its success in dissolving Catholic nations:  “Experience attests it and the most 

remote antiquity teaches us this: in order to bring about the destruction of the richest, most powerful, 

most glorious, most flourishing States, all that was necessary was this liberty of opinion without 

restraint, this license for public discourses, this ardor for innovations.”
5
   

 

Protestantism destroyed many Catholic states, such as Germany, England, Holland and Belgium.  The 

Catholic states that remained would be destroyed by the second wave of the attack – liberalism.  This 

was most explicitly embodied in the French Revolution, which has already been discussed in the 

previous unit.  But, the corrosive effects of this philosophy have continued to eat away at the Christian 

West, with only the Church to resist. 

 

Part II:  From persecution to apostasy: Modernity 
 

As one would expect, any manifestation of a school of thought or ideology based on godlessness, or the 

equality of truth and falsehood, has been consistently condemned by the Church.  All of the successes of 

liberalism in usurping Catholic nations, abolishing rule by Divine law, murdering priests and religious, 

and stealing and destroying Catholic institutions amounts to the persecution which Christ told His 

followers to expect.  As with the persecutions under the Roman emperors, many Catholics apostatized, 

but this was an apostasy from the Church, not within.  For all the damage they do, persecutions make 

saints, purify the Church, and give her renewed strength; yet, if the errors are able to seep within her 

body, it becomes a far more perilous situation.  Sadly, this was the case.  The secular errors of liberalism 

came to permeate the Church in a school of thought labeled “Modernity.”  Modernity, to a large extent, 

was the embodiment of another symptom of the great apostasy – presumed superiority to the past.  For 

now, however, we will limit ourselves to its effects of infusing the Church with liberal doctrines. 

 

Infiltration 

 

Pope Pius IX published the “Syllabus of Condemned Errors”
6
 as a response to liberalism.  For the most 

part, it was a condemnation of secular ideas, protecting the Church from enemies without.  Yet, he also 

acknowledged that liberalism had indeed infected the Church, writing that “Catholic liberalism is a 

veritable plague,” and that “liberal Catholics are the worst enemies of the Church.”   
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Pope St. Pius X likewise acknowledged a liberal infection of the Church.  It is certainly a sign of 

Apostasy when the Church’s worst enemies are within, yet this was the fundamental shift that St. Pius 

had to address.  As Pope Pius IX was primarily addressing errors outside of the Church, Pius X was 

acknowledging that the graver concern was the inroads they had made.  He wrote in his encyclical 

“Pascendi”
7
 that modernists were “In the very bosom of the Church,” and their “counsels of destruction 

[stirred] not outside the Church, but inside of Her; so much so that the danger lies in wait almost in Her 

very veins and viscera.” 

 

St. Pius X called modernists, “enemies of the Cross of Christ.”  This is significant, as it shows their 

connection to the apostasy, an apostasy seeking an earthly Utopia.  This is a theme to be taken up in the 

unit, “The Restrainer Removed.” 

 

Defending the Faithful 

 

Faithful to their Divine mandate, however, the Popes set about doing all they could to warn and protect 

the faithful.  Writings which contained errors were condemned, their authors were warned, disciplined 

and monitored, and every priest had to swear the “Oath Against Modernity,” vowing to protect the 

Church and not undermine her.  Yet, Pope Pius X had to indeed concede that the plan of the Masons, 

long since known and promulgated by preceding Popes, was advancing and succeeding.  He wrote of the 

Church’s enemies as laymen and priests “thoroughly imbued with the poisonous doctrines taught by the 

enemies of the Church,” all the while putting themselves forward “as reformers of the Church.” He 

continued, “they seize upon professorships in the seminaries and universities, and gradually make of 

them chairs of pestilence.”
8
  This was precisely part of the Masonic plan previously cited, the last step of 

which was the culmination of their collective subversive energies in a Church council, convoked by a 

Pope imbued with their ideas and amiable to their goals. 

 

 

Pius XII: “The Last Pope” 
 

Pius XII continued to labor against these errors, yet had to acknowledge that they were gaining ground 

within.  His encyclical “Humani Generis” (1950) noted, “…it is well established that there are not 

lacking today, just as in apostolic times, those who, in their extreme zeal for novelty and also in their 

fear of being held ignorant of those matters which the science of a progressive age has introduced, strive 

to withdraw themselves from the temperateness of the Sacred Magisterium; and thus they become 

involved in the danger of gradually and imperceptibly departing from the truth revealed by God, and of 

leading others into error along with themselves.”
9
   

 

Recall, it was Pius XII who had named the Masons as the “Mother” of the current apostasy, and in this 

statement he is recognizing the success of their goal to corrupt the Church through her younger clergy, 

who would one day elect a Pope formed in their school, making their ideas and goals his own; a 

destroyer who dreamed he was a reformer. 

 

Thus, Pope Pius XII referred to himself as “The Last Pope” (to the French ambassador)
10

.  No, he was 

not the last to be elected, but he was the last to ever raise his voice against the swiftly advancing tidal 

wave created by the Church’s enemies.  And so he was also heard to say, “After me, the deluge…”
11

 

 

It was in his days as Cardinal Pacelli that Pius foretold the dangers the Church was facing, tying them in 

to the revelations to Lucy at Fatima.  Pius would refer to himself as “The Pope of Fatima” because his 

episcopal consecration, carried out in the Sistine Chapel by Pope Benedict XV, was on the same day and 
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the same hour as the Blessed Mother’s first apparition at Fatima (May 13, 1917).  While his gift of 

mysticism is well-documented, perhaps that is not what was required for him to offer this 

prognostication.  Perhaps all he needed to do to understand the sad fate of the Church and the Papacy 

after his death was to read what he always kept beside his bed – The Third Secret of Fatima.
12
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