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Chapter I 

 

The Great Apostasy 

 

Part I.  Introduction 

 
Before the end of the world, the Church must undergo her final trial, through which many souls 

will be lost.  The word Apostasy itself means the abandonment of the Faith, and the adjective 

Great refers to the magnitude of this ultimate apostasy, be it in terms of the number of souls lost, 

the intensity of the persecution for the faithful who remain, or its metaphysical vastness as the 

culmination of Satan’s attacks on the Church.  The purpose of this work is to present for the 

reader’s consideration some evidence along with corresponding information, conclusions and 

hypotheses as to the possibility that this event is taking place in our own time.   

 

Is it reasonable to speak of an apostasy occurring? 

 

The very notion of an apostasy taking place may seem far-fetched or perhaps outdated to the 

contemporary Catholic.  Yet, as we will soon explore, this is, in and of itself, a sign of the 

apostasy.  To a vast number of Catholics terms such as heresy and apostasy, actions such as 

censures and excommunications, seem to belong to the Church’s medieval past, relics of a 

Church which no longer believes, thinks or acts in such a way.  Yet, one of the symptoms to be 

explored is precisely this mentality; a Church regarding itself as modernized, disconnected from 

a past to which it regards itself as superior and more enlightened.  The fact remains, it is entirely 

reasonable to speak of a current apostasy because, in every age, a falling away from God is 

taking place.  Whether the pervasive evil which led to the Great Flood, the worshipping of the 

golden calf in the desert, the many episodes of syncretism in ancient Israel, the Christians who 

sacrificed to idols during the Roman persecutions, Catholics abandoning the Faith for protestant 

rebellions…in every age the Church, even as she grows, loses great numbers to the errors of the 

time.  Shortly before his death, Pope John Paul II wrote of Europe as being in a state of “silent 

apostasy.”
1
  Therefore, it is not only reasonable, but necessary to speak of the errors which, in 

our own time, are leading souls to eternal ruin. 

 

Is there just cause to think that the current apostasy is the “Great” one? 

 

Before answering, it should be understood that it is a secondary question.  Whether one lost his 

faith and his soul as a result of the great apostasy at the end of time, through one of the other 

sweeping historical movements ravaging the Church, or simply through the commission of a 

single grave sin for which he never repented, this soul goes to the same Hell.  Yet, while the 

question is secondary, it is still worth considering, as have great leaders in the past.  In 1903, 

Pope St. Pius X wrote, “There is room to fear that we are experiencing the foretaste and 

beginnings of the evils which are to come at the end of time, and that the Son of Perdition of 

whom the Apostle speaks, has already arrived on earth.”
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  A half a century later, Pope Pius XII 

warned that “The human race today is involved in a supreme crisis, which will end in its 

salvation by Christ, or its dire destruction.”
3
 In fact, in warning about the antichrist, St. John 

wrote that many such antichrists had already come.  In this we see that the Devil is always at 

work and, while the Great Apostasy is the culmination of his battle against the Church, it was a 

battle he began the day the Church was born, and from which he has never relented.   

 



2 

 

 

Part II: The Sources 
 

We will now proceed to look at some sources (others will follow in the corresponding chapters) 

which describe the Great Apostasy, as well as the unprecedented crisis which, at the present 

time, the Church is enduring.  

 

Matthew 24: 9ff 

 

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you will be hated by 

all nations for My Name’s sake.  Then many will fall away, and betray one another, and hate 

one another.  Many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.  Because wickedness is 

multiplied, most men’s love will grow cold.  But he who endures to the end will be saved.  

This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all 

the nations; and the end will come.  So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of 

in the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place, then let those that are in Judea flee to the 

mountains…For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning 

of the world until now, no, and never will be.” 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3ff 

 

“Since the mass apostasy has not yet occurred nor the man of lawlessness been revealed – the 

son of perdition and adversary who exalts himself above every so-called god proposed for 

worship, he who seats himself in God’s temple and even declares himself to be God…You 

know what restrains him until he shall be revealed in his own time.  The secret force of 

lawlessness is already at work, mind you, but there is one who holds him back until that 

restrainer should be removed.” 

 

St. Anthony of the Desert, 4
th

 Century 

 

“Men will surrender to the spirit of the age.  They will say ‘if they had lived in our day, faith 

would be simple and easy; but, in their day, things would be complex; the Church must be 

brought up to date and made meaningful to the day’s problems.’  When the Church and the 

world are one, then those days are at hand, because our Divine Master placed a barrier 

between His things and the things of the world.”
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“The Didache” or “The Teaching of the Apostles”, c. 95 A.D 

 

“For in those last days the false prophets and corrupters will come in swarms; the sheep will 

turn into wolves, and love will turn into hate…then mankind will undergo the fiery test, and 

many will lose their faith and perish; but those who stand firm in their faith will be saved.”
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Our Lady of LaSalette 

 

On Sept. 19, 1846, the Blessed Mother told Melanie, one of the visionaries, that she could make 

the message known in 1858.  It contains prophecies that referred to the ongoing dissolution of 

the Papal States, and events which were most likely fulfilled in the World Wars.  Yet, the same 

vision explicitly states that its fulfillment extends to the end of time, and so remains relevant and 

contemporary.  Here are excerpts of The Blessed Mother’s message: 
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• “The chiefs, the leaders of the people of God have neglected prayer and penance, and the 

Devil has bedimmed their intelligence.” 

 

• “The society of men is on the eve of the most terrible scourges and of the greatest events.  

Mankind must expect to be ruled with an iron rod and to drink from the chalice of the 

wrath of God.” 

 

• “Several will abandon the faith, and a great number of priests and members of religious 

orders will break away from the true religion; among these people there will even be 

bishops.” 

 

• “In the year 1864, Lucifer together with a large number of demons will be unloosed from 

Hell; they will put an end to faith little by little, even in those dedicated to God.” 

 

• “Evil books will be abundant on earth and the spirits of darkness will spread everywhere 

a universal slackening in all that concerns the service of God.” 

 

• “The Vicar of my Son will suffer a great deal, because for a while the Church will yield 

to a large persecution, a time of darkness, and the Church will witness a frightful crisis.” 

 

• “Rome will lose the faith and become the seat of the Antichrist.” 

 

 

Pope St. Pius X 

 

“Alas! This organization which formerly afforded such promising expectations, this limpid 

and impetuous stream, has been harnessed in its course by the modern enemies of the Church, 

and is now no more than a miserable affluent of the great movement of apostasy being 

organized in every country for the establishment of a One-World-church which shall have 

neither dogmas, nor hierarchy, neither discipline for the mind, nor curb for the passions…”
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“We felt a sort of terror considering the disastrous conditions of humanity at the present hour.  

Can we ignore such a profound and grave evil, which at this moment much more than in the 

past is working away at its very marrow and leading it to its ruin?...Truly whoever ponders 

these things must necessarily and firmly fear whether such a perversion of minds is not the 

sign of announcing, and the beginning of the last times…”
7
 

 

Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (Pope Pius XII), as Secretary of State 

 

“I am worried by the Blessed Virgin’s messages to Lucy of Fatima.  This persistence of Mary 

about the dangers which menace the Church is a divine warning against the suicide that would 

be represented by the alteration of the faith, in her liturgy, her theology and her soul…I hear 

all around me innovators who wish to dismantle the Sacred Chapel, destroy the universal 

flame of the Church, reject her ornaments and make her feel remorse for her historical past.” 

 

“A day will come when the civilized world will deny its God, when the Church will doubt as 

Peter doubted.  She will be tempted to believe that man has become God.  In our own 



4 

 

churches, Christians will search in vain for the red lamp where God awaits them.  Like Mary 

Magdelene, weeping before the empty tomb, they will ask, ‘Where have they taken Him?’”
8
 

 

Pope Pius XII 

 

   “The roots of the modern apostasy lay in scientific atheism, dialectical materialism, ration- 

     alism, illuminism, laicism, and Freemasonry which is the mother of them all.” 

 

“We are overwhelmed with sadness and anguish, seeing that the wickedness of perverse men 

has reached a degree of impiety that is unbelievable and absolutely unknown in other times.”
9
 

 

“Venerable brethren, you are well aware that almost the whole human race is today allowing 

itself to be driven into two opposing camps, for Christ or against Christ.  The human race is 

involved today in a supreme crisis, which will issue in its salvation by Christ, or in its 

destruction.”
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Sr. Lucia, Visionary of Fatima 

 

“Father, the Most Holy Virgin did not tell me that we are in the last times of the world, but 

she made me understand this for three reasons.  The first reason is because she told me that 

the Devil is in the mood for engaging in a decisive battle against the Virgin.  And a decisive 

battle is the final battle where one side will be victorious and the other will suffer defeat.  

Also from now on we must choose sides.  Either we are for God or we are for the Devil.  

There is no other possibility.  The second reason is because she said to my cousins as well as 

to me that God is giving two last remedies to the world.  These are the last two remedies, 

which signify that there will not be others.  The third reason is because in the plans of Divine 

Providence God always, before He is about to punish the world, exhausts all other remedies.”  

[To Fr. Fuentes, postulator for the cause for the beatification of the other two visionaries, 

Francisco and Jacinta]
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The Catechism of The Catholic Church 

 

“Before Christ’s second coming the Church must pass through a trial that will shake the faith 

of many believers.  The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the 

‘mystery of iniquity’ in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to 

their problems at the price of apostasy from the truth.  The supreme religious deception is that 

of the Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of God and of 

His Messiah come in the flesh.  The Antichrist’s deception already begins to take shape in the 

world every time the claim is made to realize within history that messianic hope which can 

only be realized beyond history through the eschatological judgment.”
12
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